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TABLE 68

Preliminary federal obligations for basic research performed at universities and colleges, by selected agency and field of science and 
engineering: FY 2020
(Dollars in thousands)

Agency Total

Computer 
sciences and 
mathematics Engineering

Environmental 
sciences Life sciences

Physical 
sciences Psychology

Social 
sciences

Other 
sciences 

nec

All agencies surveyed 19,564,280.8 1,268,154.2 1,712,355.2 1,143,585.2 11,185,886.6 2,113,696.4 922,785.6 278,863.8 938,953.7
Departments

Department of 
Agriculture 369,523.9 107.4 21,526.9 3,195.7 303,766.8 7,625.5 0.0 33,301.6 0.0

Agricultural 
Research Service 47,744.4 62.1 429.7 210.1 43,862.8 3,065.2 0.0 114.6 0.0

Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection 
Service

5,300.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 5,300.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Forest Service 2,594.6 45.3 125.2 1,093.4 1,103.5 85.0 0.0 142.2 0.0
National Institute 
of Food and 
Agriculture

313,884.0 0.0 20,972.0 1,892.2 253,499.7 4,475.3 0.0 33,044.8 0.0

Department of 
Defense 1,381,210.2 270,547.6 314,761.9 74,873.7 154,524.1 244,593.3 26,252.3 26,173.8 269,483.6

Defense 
Advanced 
Research 
Projects Agency

244,359.8 110,692.5 26,268.3 0.0 60,355.9 45,755.5 0.0 0.0 1,287.5

Department of 
the Air Force 326,682.6 60,482.2 107,280.7 4,619.2 27,163.4 124,227.1 553.5 2,356.6 0.0

Department of 
the Army 264,967.1 14,879.1 13,823.2 1,008.4 22,887.8 15,493.8 0.0 2,568.1 194,306.7

Department of 
the Navy 380,600.5 64,879.5 137,534.7 63,604.9 22,589.6 11,839.5 11,028.2 4,249.2 64,874.9

Other defense 
agencies 164,600.3 19,614.4 29,855.1 5,641.2 21,527.3 47,277.4 14,670.6 17,000.0 9,014.4

Department of 
Energy 856,316.9 25,486.0 38,313.9 19,178.0 132,995.0 509,670.0 0.0 0.0 130,674.0

Electricity 
Delivery and 
Energy Reliability

1,826.9 0.0 1,826.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Fossil Energy 34,000.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 34,000.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
National Nuclear 
Security 
Administration

13,750.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 13,750.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Office of 
Defense 
Nuclear 
Nonproliferation

13,750.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 13,750.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Office of Science 806,740.0 25,486.0 36,487.0 19,178.0 132,995.0 461,920.0 0.0 0.0 130,674.0
Department of 
Health and Human 
Services

11,681,398.6 29,755.3 555,687.6 123,880.2 9,917,611.2 36,916.3 860,154.9 45,849.6 111,543.5

Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention

32,514.7 0.0 0.0 16,062.6 4,254.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 12,197.5

National 
Institutes of 
Health

11,648,883.9 29,755.3 555,687.6 107,817.6 9,913,356.5 36,916.3 860,154.9 45,849.6 99,346.1

Department of 
Homeland Security 19,280.0 1,000.0 13,000.0 0.0 0.0 1,000.0 0.0 0.0 4,280.0
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Countering 
Weapons of 
Mass Destruction 
Office

4,280.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4,280.0

Science and 
Technology 
Directorate

15,000.0 1,000.0 13,000.0 0.0 0.0 1,000.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other agencies
National 
Aeronautics and 
Space 
Administration

770,357.7 0.0 0.0 226,947.5 16,423.9 524,552.0 0.0 0.0 2,434.2

National Science 
Foundation 4,486,193.6 941,257.9 769,064.9 695,510.1 660,565.7 789,339.4 36,378.4 173,538.8 420,538.3

nec = not elsewhere classified.

Note(s):
Because of rounding, detail may not add to total. Seven agencies are required to report data for this section of the survey: the Departments of 
Agriculture, Defense, Energy, Health and Human Services, and Homeland Security; the National Aeronautics and Space Administration; and the 
National Science Foundation. Basic research obligations of these seven agencies represented more than 99% of total federal basic research 
obligations to universities and colleges in FY 2020. Only those agencies and subdivisions that had obligations in variables represented by this table 
appear in the table. FY 2020 preliminary data do not include obligations from supplemental COVID-19 related appropriations (e.g., Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security [CARES] Act). See technical table A-2 for additional notes associated with the agencies listed in this table.

Source(s):
National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Federal Funds for Research and Development, FYs 2019–20.
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